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T ’ he  Enlisted  Aviation  Warfare  Specialist (AW) 
and  Enlisted  Surface Warfare  Specialist (SW) 
programs offer  Sailors  the  opportunity  to 

earn  pins  that  mean  they  have  fulfilled  their  qualifi- 
cations. 

Qualifications  include  knowing  every  system 
(from  weapons  to  engineering,  damage  control  to 
deck  seamanship)  and  every  rate  (from 

Aviation  Electronics  Technician (AW) Patrick A. 
Nisley, the  command EAWS coordinator. 

“We didn’t go out of our  way  to  make  things 
harder. We went  out of our  way  to  make  sure  every- 
one  received  the  same  level of training,”  Nisley 
said. “By keeping  the  standards  high,  our  [Sailors] 
get  the  most  professional  training possible.’’ 

Nisley  believes  earning  a  warfare  pin  is  an 
boatswain’s  mate  to  machinist’s  mate,  important  part of being  a Sailor. “It’s like 
damage  controlman  to  dental  techni-  being  a  regular  police officer who  goes back 
cian)  on  board  your  particular  ship  for  to  college  to  attain  a  degree  in  criminal 
ESWS, and  knowing  every  system  and  justice.  [The  police officer] wants  to  know 
rate  that  works  with  aircraft  where  everything  about  his  work  and  puts  [forth] 
you’re stationed  for EAWS. the  initiative  to  do  it. 

ESWS and EAWS classes  on  board USS ”Our  program  on Independence follows 
Independence (CV 62) are  growing  and  guidelines  set  by  the  training 
turning  out  more  qualified  Sailors  than  manual,”  said Nisley. ”The 
ever  before.  only  changes  we  can  make  to 

The EAWS program  on  it  to  fit  our  needs  is  to 
Independence allows  only E-5s make  it  more  strict. 
and  above  to  sign off re-  ”The  number  doubles 
quirements.  This  ensures  every year,” said 
that  all  candidates  meet  the Nisley, a  native of 
minimum  level of experience  Monroe,  Mich. “We 
needed,  according  to Chief have  a  97-percent 

b DS2 Chris A. Ekstrom  from 
McHenry, Ill., (left) and ET3  Jarrod- Right now  we  have 
N. Mireles, of Beaumont, Texas, 340 candidates  on  the 
(center)  review  for an upcoming 
board  exam with HT1  Vincent R. rosters; of that, 1/11 
Hamilton of Stone  Mountain, Ga. only  lose  about  one  or  two 

SH3(SW)  Brandon J. Miller of San Jose, 
Calif.,  received his ESWS pin after three 

”Getting  qualified for 
months of  work. EAWS or ESWS adds  two 
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points  to  the  final 
there  is  more  to  it 
Technician  Chief  (SW/AW)  Michael D. Wade, radar 
division chief and  command ESWS coordinator. 
”It’s a  separation of your  top  quality  people  [from 
the  rest]. 

“To become  a chief petty  officer  nowadays, it’s 
pretty  much  mandatory  to  have  a  pin,”  said Wade, 
a  native of Eaton  Rapids,  Mich. ”It’s a  part of being 
a  Sailor.” 

The EAWS and ESWS programs  use  the  Personnel 
Qualification  Standards  (PQS)  manual  as  a  work- 
book  to  track  the  progress of obtaining  various 
degrees of qualifications.  According  to  Naval 
Education  and  Training  Manual 43390-C, the PQS 
book is, ” ... a  compilation of the  knowledge  and 
skills  required  to  qualify  for  a  specific  watch 
station/work  station,  maintain  specific  equip- 
ment  or  perform  as  a  team  member  within  your 
unit.” 

According  to  Nisley,  people  looking  to  begin 
the  program  may  initially  be  turned off when 
they  see  the PQS manual.  They can’t believe  the 
amount of information  they  need  to  learn. 

”I tell  them  to  break  it  down,”  he  said.  He 
has  them  pick  a  date  when  they  want  to  get  it 
done  and  divide  the  number of questions  they 
need  to  do  by  the  days  they  have  within  that 
time.  “What  they  are  doing  is  taking  that  big 
book  and  breaking  it  down  into  manageable 
parts,”  Nisley  explained. 

The  first  mess  management  specialist (MS) to 
receive  a  pin  in  the  last  three  years  aboard Indepen- 
dence, MS2(SW) Alfonso F. Andrada,  finished  his 
qualifications  after  working  for  the  pin  for  two 

> 
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SKI Bradley C. Rietz,  a  native of San 
Diego,  has  his ESWS pinned  on by his 
department  head, CDR James A. 
Maus.  “It took nine  months  to  accom- 
plish it,” said  Rietz. 
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w ith  his  finger 
close to the  trigger 
of his C02  charged 

paintball  pistol,  Gunner’s  Mate 
(Guns)  3rd  Class  Mark  Davis 
waits  in  the  dark.  He can‘t see 
the  hatch  in  front of him,  but  he 
knows it’s there  because  his  free 
hand is on  the dog. 



He can’t see  his  buddies  around  him  in  the  pitch- 
black  passageway, but  the  hand  lightly  gripping  his 
shoulder  reminds  him  that  his  team  is  also  there. 

Only  a  few  muffled  sounds  reveal  that  someone’s 
behind  the  hatch. With a  hard  shove,  the  six  team- 
mates  somehow  slip  through  the  narrow  opening  all 
at  once, and  their  decision  whether  or  not  to  fire  on 
its  inhabitants is made in the  split  second  it  takes 
them  to  light up  the  compartment. 

In  the  short  burst of gunfire  and  apparent  chaos 
that  follows,  an  armed  terrorist  is  subdued  and a 
scared  hostage  saved.  The  room  goes  dark  again  as 
someone  declares, “We own it!” The  team  moves  on 
quickly  and  silently  to  secure  another  compartment. 

Surviving  an  aggressive  room  entry  and  making 
split-second  decisions  are  just  a  few of the  intense 
skills  Sailors  are  learning  during  the  Shipboard 
Security  Engagement  Weapons  and Tactics (SSEW/ 
SSET) courses  at  San Diego’s Fleet  Training  Center. 

Using  a  realistically  aggressive approach  to 
learning  that  involves  paintball  guns,  a  lot of am- 
munition,  and  a  healthy  dose of adrenaline,  Security 
Forces Training  Director Ken Good  and  his staff of 
eager  gunner’s  mates  and  Navy SEALS are  showing 
Sailors  how  to  forget  what  Hollywood  has  taught 
them  about  being  a  hero,  and  protecting  their  ships 
from  terrorist  threats  without  getting  anyone  hurt. 

”It’s  been shown  that  when  you  have  adrenaline 
attached  to  an  experience,  you  have  a  much  deeper 
memory of it,” said  Good.  ”Put  simply,.when  you 
have  the  fear of getting  shot  in  a  hail  storm of 
stinging  paint  pellets,  you’re  less  likely  to  do  some- 
thing  stupid.” 

”I’m looking  forward  to  going back to  my  ship 
and  sharing  with  my  teammates  what I’ve learned 
about  things  like  tactical  movement,  how  to  handle 
weapons,  contain  prisoners,  etc.,”  said  Davis,  a 
security  force  member  aboard USS Duluth (LPD 6), 

I L  

Students  learn  very 
quickly  that  the  paintball 
gun is not  a  toy  but 
rather  a  key  survival 
tool in the  scenarios 
they’re  put  through. 

V Dave  Maynard,  a 
civilian instructor 
breaks  down  the  finer 
points of handling  a .45 
caliber pistol in a  high- 
stress  environment. 



during  a  topside  debrief.  ”More  importantly, 
though,  this  class  has  taught  me  how  important  the 
team  is. It’s all  about  working  together  and  not 
thinking  about  security  movements  from  an  individ- 
ual’s point of view,” he  said,  as  he  wiped  away 
sweat  and  paint  from  his  safety  mask - a  painful 
reminder of the  enemy’s  ruthlessness. 

Dave  Maynard  is  an  active  reservist  with SEAL 
Team 5 at NAB Coronado, Calif., and  the  course 
coordinator  for  the SSEW and SSET courses. For 
more  than 10 years, he’s been  using  his  experience 
and  paintball  guns  to  give  fleet  Sailors  a  stinging 
reminder of how  painful  life  can  be if you’re  care- 
less  in  a  shipboard  gunfight. 

”[People]  who  come  to  these  courses  bring  with 
them  a  lot of negative  programming.  What  we do is 
reprogram  the  computer  by  peeling  away  all of that 
Hollywood  stuff so they  realize  that  it  doesn’t 
work,“  Maynard  said. 
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V Bad  guys 
usually  don’t  like 
to be  handcuffed, 
making  it  a  tricky 
maneuver  that 
requires  a few 
special  skills. 

1 -  -4 

The  best  way  Maynard  has  found  to  reprogram 
the  students’  ”computers”  is  through  a  two-week 
regimen  that  starts  with  a  week of handling  and 
shooting  the  real  thing.  The  Weapons  Course 
(SSEW) portion  offers  Sailors  a  chance  to  use  hand- 
guns  and  shotguns  in  a  tactical  environment  apart 
from  the  traditional  range  shooting  most  are  famil- 
iar  with. 

“I feel  a  lot  more  confident  in my ability  to  shoot 
in  a  tactical  situation  that  involves  obstructions  and 
other  people.  When  you’re  just  qualifying,  all  you’re 
doing  is  shooting  at  a  standing  target,”  said 
FC2(SW) Lewis  Cole,  a  security  team  member 
aboard USS Luke Champlain (CG 57). 

There’s not  much  standing  around  going  on 
during  the  weapons  course.  Most of the  drills  start 
with  a  100-yard  dash  that  gets  your  heart  rate  and 
adrenaline  up close  to  where  it  would  be  in a real 
firefight.  Students  learn  fast  that  target  selection 



and  proper  handling  have  to  be  second  nature 
when  they’re  disoriented  and  huffing  for a 
breath. 

”I’ve learned  a  lot  about  how  to  carry  a 
weapon  in  a  high  stress situation,’’ said  Davis, 
”so I’m always  close  and  at  the  ready,  but  not 
putting  my  teammates  in  my  line of fire.” 

Although  the  two  classes  are  taught  sepa- 
rately, the SSET course is recommended  for  the 
second  week of training. Live targets  and 
paintball  guns  are  used  for  this 
portion of the  course. 

”There’s nowhere  else  in  the 
Navy  where you’ll get  to  make  a 
shoot/no  shoot-decision  in  a 
dynamic  three-dimensional 
environment,”  said  Goode  in  his 
affirmative,  tactical  style.  ”This 
course  puts  you  under  duress  and 
forces  you  to  make  those  critical 
decisions.” 

The Tactics Course (SSET) 
portion  takes  the  Sailors  through 
an  endless  barrage of realistic 
scenarios  aboard  the  retired  dive 
ship, USS Elk River, which  must 
be  the  unluckiest  ship  in  the  fleet, 
judging  by  the  constant  brutal 
attacks  it  suffers  at  the  hands of 
the  “terrorists.”  A  week of multi- 

’ colored  paintball  barrages  make 
the  ship’s  bulkheads  look  like 
they  should  be  hanging  in  a 
museum of modern  art.  While  it 
may  seem  like  fun  and  games  to 
most,  the  course  instructors  frown 
on  the  idea  that  the  paintball 
guns  are  toys. 

“Some of the  scenarios  we  do, 
and  some of the  attacks  that 
happen [on  the  ship]  are  absolute- 
ly  vicious, so these  guys  will 
realize  how  deadly  this is. This 
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It‘s not  safety  in 
numbers  as  much  as 
it is  advantage 
through  superior 
firepower. 

V Learning to use  a 
baton is essential  to 
all watch  standers 
because  sometimes 
that’s  the  only 
defensive  weapon 
you  have. 
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A Each  student shoots that  doesn’t  mean  they  don’t  have  the  guts  to 
almost 300 rounds of 
ammunition during  the one- step  into  a  dangerous  situation if it  means 

i week SSEW course. protecting  their  ship  and  shipmates. 

isn’t a  game,” 
said  Maynard. 

Most of the 
scenarios  place 
the  instructors 

in  the  role of ”terrorists”  who  wreak  havoc  on  the 
small  ship,  taking  hostages  and  creating  a  general 
air of mayhem.  During  the  course of the  week,  the 
students  are  tricked,  lied to, peppered  with  paint 
balls  and  generally  humiliated  while  learning  just 
how  bad  a  bad  guy  can be. 

“We want  our  students  to  learn  to  think  like  bad 
guys  when  they’re  in  situations  like these,’’ said 
SSET instructor GMC(SW) Michael  Graham, ”You 
have  to  say  to  yourself, ’I know  this  guy  is  going  to 
make life as  miserable  as  possible  for  me. Now, if I 
were  him,  how  would I do that?”’ 

According  to  Goode  and  his staff, most  Sailors 
have  a  functional  level of experience  with  the  small 
arms  used  in  ship’s  security,  but  haven’t  been 
thoroughly  tested  in  close-quarters  situations. But 
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the  Navy  gets  them. I guess it’s the  basic 
American  nature.  Americans  have  always  been 
notoriously  courageous  combat  fighters, so I think 
(this  course)  just  sparks  their  confidence.”  His 
theory  about  the  fleet  Sailor’s  potential  has  appar- 
ently  been  tested  by  the  best.  One of the  popular 
stories  told  around  the  school  is  about  the  class  that 
defended USS Elk River against  a  Navy SEAL pla- 
toon  and  sent  them  packing  with  a  hard-learned 
lesson  in  deck  pugnacity. 

Maynard  laughs  with  pride  when  describing  what 
his  students  can  do  after  a  week of grueling  scenari- 
os, “When I’m playing  the  bad guy, my favorite 
death  is  from  a  rain of paintballs  from  two  or  three 
students  at once,  because if they  can  kick  my  butt, I 
know  they  can  do  it  to  someone  threatening  their 

ship*’’a Story  and  photos  by 102  Rodney  Furry, a Sun 
Diego-based photojournalist assigned to All Hands. 
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should  never  swim  alone  or  in  the  dark.  What if you weather. , I  

get  tired  while  swimming  a  long  distance? It’s smart ::When sailing,  you  should  always  wear  shoes 
to  have  someone  there  to  help.  Always  remember with  good  traction  and  wear  a  wet  suit.  Wind  on 
there is safety  in  pairs. wet  skin  can  cause  hypothermia  even  on  warm A=vs. 





Star-spangled 

the  flag to the  an- 
ten l a  or clamp th 
fla!;;staff to the  rig 
fender. Do not lay 
fla!;; over  the  vehicle 

f you are carrying a flag - 
Hold the  flag at a  slight 
angle  from your body. You 
can  also  carry it with one 
hand  and  rest it on your  right 
shoulder. 



I On a building - Hang  the 
flag  on a staff or on  a 
rope  over  the  sidewalk 
with  the stars away from 
the building. 

L 
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V BMC Joseph  Wilson, Constitution’s 
command  chief,  dressed in an 1812 
uniform,  keeps  an  eye out  for  naviga- 
tional  hazards during  a  training  cruise. 

C 
v) z 
3 
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Beck, Constitution’s 64th and current command- 
ing officer. “By many measures, Constitution is as 
strong  as  she  was 200 years ago, as  are  the 
American values and ideals the  ship represents. 
Sailing her is our way of thanking Americans for 
maintaining the  ship  and for holding dear  the 
values and ideals she represents as  we enter the 
next millennium.” 
Constitution’s 4.4-month restoration and rehabil- 

itation was  completed in 1996.  The ship was 
restored to the  most historically accurate state 
during this century, just in time for her 1997 
Bicentennial.  Using state-the-of-art testing 
methods, the Navy  determined  the  ship could 
sail safely.  It is fitting that  the most sophisticated 
techniques available today  were applied to 
Constitution. In her day, Constitution was  the most‘ 
technologically-advanced ship of her class. 

On board for the  July 21st sail will be  the 60 
officers and crew of  USS Constitution, 35 civilian 

PSN Gary  Stetkar  (front)  and SN Jason 
Smith  (middle)  brace  the  foremast top 
yard  during  sail  training. 

22 



1 

members of Naval Historical Center (NHC) Det. the line, rig the sails and actually take her out 
Boston and 30 to 40 U.S. Naval Reservists who and sail her is going to be a big event for me 
will join the crew full-time for training in the and for the whole world,” said Construction 
beginning of July.  All will undergo rigorous Electrician  2nd  Class  Travis R. Rogers, Constitu- 
training to prepare for this sail of the century. tion’s repair department electrical supervisor. 
Constitution’s crew and NHC Detachment USS Constitution originally sailed with 36 
Boston personnel have received hands-on sails. For this historic sail, she will hoist the six 
instruction on  board both USCG Eagle, the sails she normally used leading into battle. 
Coast  Guard’s famous Funding for the 
training barque; and making of the sails, and 
HMS Bounty, a wooden, other necessary items to 
square-rigged tall ship, set sail, comes  from 
homeported in Fall  River, public contributions. The 
Mass., as well as at  the ”Old Ironsides” Pennies 
Courageous Sailing Campaign is modeled 
Center in the Charles- after the original ”Penny 
town  Navy Yard. Inten- lJS&astGuardphoto Campaign,’’ a two-year 
sive,  five-day-a-week, effort begun in 1925 to 
pierside training on Constitution began  in March raise funds for Constitution’s 1927-1931 restora- 
and will continue right up until the targeted sail tion. 

9 date. Thanks to the success of the current cam- 
! July 21st is a day Constitution Sailors are paign, Constitution will be outfitted with a 
$ anxiously awaiting. “The day  we make history complement of six new sails. NHC Det.Boston, 
9 is going to be a great feeling. To actually be  one the civilian arm of the  Navy that oversees Old 
o of the members of the crew  to go out  and man Ironsides’ preservation, is manufacturing two of 
I 
P 

v) 

L 



V Constitution Sailors  spent  time at sea  on 
USCG Eagle learning the theory of square- 
rigged  sailing,  then  putting it into  action. 

the hand-cut, hand-roped sails.  Sail makers Nathaniel S. 
Wilson, of East  Boothbay,  Maine, and James Brink of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., will deliver the other four. 

Working with the sail makers is Dick  Wallace, NHC 
Det.  Boston production manager  and master rigger. He 
explained the biggest challenge is interpreting the plans 
they are using to determine the dimensions of the sails. 
“Just imagine - you  want to make an engine for an 
existing Model ‘T’ Ford  body. You have a decision:  to 
construct the engine from a newly-developed set of plans 
or  from the original plans. The decision made for the sails 
of ’Old  Ironsides’ was to use the original plans.” 

These sails are made historically accurate with a twist. 
Instead of making the sails of flax,  like the original  sails of 
that era, these are made of OCEANUS, a synthetic which 
closely  resembles natural canvas but doesn’t absorb 
moisture like natural fibers, making it lighter. The lighter 
weight will allow the sails to be hoisted using a crew of 
approximately 150 Sailors. In her sailing days, it took a 
crew of up to 300 Sailors to hoist sails, depending  on 
weather or the situation. ”Intense research makes us 
confident,” said Wallace, “that the sails will power ’Old 
Ironsides’  to  her  future.’’ 

As Old Ironsides turns 200 on Oct.  21,1997,  CDR  Beck 
firmly believes Constitution can  act as a catalyst for a 
national dialogue on citizenship, and she can once again 
play a significant role in the nation’s present and future. 
His hopes are that during the next two years Americans 
will ask themselves, “What are my  duties as a citizen?” 
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(Constitution is  a  175-foot-long 
frigate,  with  a  beam  of 43 feet 6 
inches and a displacement of 
2,200 tons.  She  was  armed  with 
44 guns  and  often  carried  more. 

; When fully  rigged  she  carried 36 
E sails  and  could  reach  speeds  of 

more than 13 knots.  “Catheads” 
’ were  used  to  secure  the  ship’s ? z heavy  anchors. 

The USS Constitution Museum is enlisting the  help of educators 
nationwide in this effort and will be  distributing  an interdisciplinary 
curriculum, ”USS Constitution - America’s Enduring Legacy,” in the 
1997-1998 academic year. 

”We want Constitution to act as a living reminder of the principles 
and ideals that ennoble this country and  as a reminder of all of the 
dedicated citizens who came  before us and  who kept that  spirit 
alive,” Beck said. ”Constitution represents the past on  which  our 
future is built.” a 

Compiled from Constitution Chronicle, Newsletter of the USS Constitution 
Museum  and  releases  from USS Constitution public  affairs  office. 
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T t’s a job unlike  any  other in 
the Navy.  It gives you 
the  opportunity  to  learn 
where  the  Navy  came from, 

I 

l w h i l e  you  learn to sail  a 200- 
year-old wooden  ship, climb 
wooden  masts, get dressed up  in,: ; 

1812 Sailor uniforms  and  give  tours 
of the Navy’s  oldest  commissioned 
warship. 

It’s a  chance to become  not only a 
Sailor in today’s Navy, but  a Sailor 
of yesteryear’s,  by  serving  on USS 
Constitution in Boston. 

“We wear  the 1812 Liberty 
Uniform  when we’re on  duty  giving 
tours  to  the public,” said Storekeep- 
er  3rd Class Norman Tregenza. 
“This is so the  visitors of USS 
Constitution can  have  a  better  idea 
of what  Navy life was like back  in 
1812.” 

Like the Sailors of yesteryear, 
today’s crew of 52 must  be  able to 
climb the  ship’s  rigging to get to the 
top of the  main  mast  that reaches 
220 feet above  the  sea. For some 
that  means  getting  over  a fear of 
heights. 

Seaman  Shawna Roach recalls 
her first time scaling the  rigging. “I 
looked down,  knowing I couldn’t 
turn back  because  people were 
coming up behind me. I’m kind 01 

scared of heights  but  once I got up 
there it was like, ‘Wow,”‘ said  the 
jubilant Waterloo, N.Y., native. 

According to Roach,  Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate  Joe Wilson, 
Constitution‘s command chief, has  a 

Y great policy dealing  with  people 
b 
? who  are scared of heights. 

2 4 Constitution Sailors  and NHC Det. 
1 Boston ship riggers  scale  the  yard- 
2 arm to begin  furling  the  fore  topsail. 1 

$ 

Y 
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”He  makes  it  a  goal to inch your  way  up,”  she telling you  what  happened  in 1812,  I’m telling you 
explained. ”If you  can only go halfway  that’s fine. what  we  are today,’ and we’re just  continuing  on  with 
Next  time go a  little higher.” the  tradition.” 

For others like SN Jeffrey P. Simpson, climbing the It’s the  aspect of learning  and  teaching  the Navy’s 
rigging  and  working  the sails has become  second  heritage that  Simpson likes best. 
nature. ”It’s a  complete  adrenaline “You learn  where  the  Navy 
rush up there,” said  the Cox’s 
Creek, Ky., native. “You’re up 

comes  from. Why you  have  a  flap 
“t3  a complete on  your  dress  uniform. Why YOU 

there  working,  constantly  learn- adrenaline  rush wear  a neckerchief. Why  you  have 
ing  new  things,”  he  said. “I feel three  white  stripes  on  the  ends of 
good  when I’m up on  the  yard- up there!” the  sleeves of your  dress blues,” 
arm  and  the  people below are  Simpson  explained. “You really 
watching  me  in  amazement.”  learn  a lot about  the  history  and 

- SN Jeffery P. Simpson 

Approximately 3,000 visitors  you  understand  the  Navy better. 
cross the  brow each day for a  chance to step back in Preserving 200 years of U.S. naval  history  and 
time  and  hear  about  the  great sea battles  that  make  tradition is no easy task, especially when  you  consider 
Old  Ironsides  a  legend.  the  average  age of the crew is 20 years  old. 

“She was 
involved  in 42 
engagements  and 
was  victorious 42 
times,” said 
Tregenza. ”She 
sank 19 enemy 
ships  and  captured 
42 others.  She  is 
Boston’s only 
undefeated team,” 
Tregenza ex- 
plained to the 
crowd of visitors. 
The  crowd 
laughed  heartily  at 
the  undefeated 
joke. 

Constitution 
Sailors are  more 
than just tour 
guides, they‘re 
teachers too. 

“They’re more 
than  one of the 
Sailors from  the 
past,”  said Wilson. 
“Instead of,  ‘I’m 

USS CONSTITUTION 

E 
DC3 J.D. Neal,  dressed  in  an 1812 uniform,  describes  key  features 
of Consitution’s masts  and  rigging to a  group of visitors. 

The Crew 
Story by J 0 2  Chris Alves 

To help  them 
qualify  as 1812 
tour  guides, 
Sailors are re- 
quired  to memo- 
rize  a  15-page 
script. But most 
Sailors can’t learn 
enough  about Old 
Ironsides. 

“We went  out 
and  purchased 
$500 worth of 
books  on USS 
Constitution for the 
crew’s library,” 
said Wilson. 

”Right now 1 
have  only  three 
books left,so all 
the  other  ones 
havebeenchecked 
out,”  he  said. ”It’s 
really exciting to 
see  the  crew so 
interested  in  their 
ship  and  their 
Navy.” 
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v When SN Chad Fox isn’t con- 
ducting tours on board Old Iron- 
sides, he prepares  meals for  the 
ship’s  officers  and crew. 

The  homework that’s done by Constitution Sailors 
pays off when it’s time  to face the  multitude of ques- 
tions  visitors fire at  them. 

”HOW  did  the  ship  get  the  name of Old  Ironsides?” 
a  boy  asks. SN Steven  N. Hetzer, dressed  in 1812 garb 
responds,  ”On  Aug. 19,1812, under  the  command of 
Isaac Hull, Constitution sank  the British frigate Guerri- 
ere off the coast of Newfoundland. 

”It was  during  this  battle  that British cannonballs 
were  seen to bounce off her sides,  causing  a  seaman to 
cry ’Huzzah,  her  sides  are  made of iron,’ and that‘s how 
Old  Ironsides  earned  her  nickname,”  said  the Bethel, 
Ohio, native.  The  boy  smiles  and says, “Wow that’s 
cool!” 

The crew’s presence  in Boston  isn’t limited  to  the 
decks of USS Constitution. They  represent  the  Navy  by 
performing  at  events  throughout  the city, including 
Color Guard  duties  at  sporting  events like Boston  Red 
Sox and  New England  Patriots  games. 

“We do a lot of community projects on  the  ship,  but 
we  also get out  and  show  our  support  in places a lot of 
people  can see,” said SK3 Brad Gardiner, a Dennis, 
Mass., native. 

”It’s history. They’re living history. It’s so Ameri- 
can, just like baseball,” said  Sue Allen, Boston  Red Sox 
fan. 

For many of the crew, this  is  their  first duty  assign- 
ment, and it’s where  responsibility  is  taught  by placing 
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them  in  leadership roles. Department  heads  are  not officers on  board 
USS Constitution, they  range  in  rank  from E-4 to E-6. 

Yeoman 3rd  Class  Louis  Padilla is the  administration  department 
head, BM1 John A. Hutchinson is the  deck department  head, BM2 
William Eno is the  bachelors  enlisted quarters  department  head  and 
Fire Control Technician 2nd Class Kevin Ray is the  public  relations 
department  head. The leadership  skills  they  learn  through  their 
responsibilities  prepare  them for jobs anywhere  in  the fleet. 

Wilson is  a  firm believer in  giving  responsibility to junior  person- 
nel. ”When  a Sailor comes  to  me and says, ’Chief I  think  we  should do 
this’ I don’t say why, I  just say  do it.” Wilson wants  the  people  who 
work  for  him  to  be  in  his  position  one day. That’s why  he gives  them 
the responsibilities  they  have. 

Being good  ambassadors  for  the U.S. Navy  are  what Constitution 
Sailors are  all  about. 

”You can  say  the  littlest  thing and  send 80 people  walking  away 
from  the ship  thinking good  about  you, Constitution and  the  entire 
Navy,” SN Rory J. Lockowitz, an Elmwood, N.J., native,  explained. 

Apparently  the  perception of the  Navy  the  public is receiving  from 
Constitution Sailors  is  working,  according  to CDR Mike Beck, the 64th 
commanding officer of Old  Ironsides. 

“When a  person  leaves  the  ship  or  meets  one of our Sailors, what 
they  say  most  importantly is, ’Our youth  are great,”’ said Beck. ”Our 
country is in  great  shape if the  youth of our  nation  are like  the  men 
and women I have  here today in the United  States  Navy.” 

Alves is  a photojournalist  assigned to All Hands. 

ASN LaTonya  Graham helps  bring USS Consitution to life by  showing  visitors 
the Quarterdeck area.  The ship is open  everyday of the  year. 

(MSl(SW) Gary  Banaszek  starts  the 
dayfor USS  Constitution by raising  the 
Flag  for  morning  colors. 
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USS CONSTITUTION 
l e  

The 
History 
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Edward  Preble  and  went  to  serve 
against  the  Barbary  States of 
North Africa, which  were  de- 
manding  tribute  from  the  United 
States  in  exchange  for  allowing 
American  merchant  vessels 
access  to  Mediterranean  ports. 

Preble  began an  aggressive 
campaign  against  Tripoli,  block- 
ading  ports  and  bombarding 
fortifications.  Finally  Tripoli, 
Tunisia and Algeria  agreed  to  a 
peace  treaty. 

ALL HANDS 
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Constitution patrolled  the  North  African  coast Hull,  who  had  been  appointed Constitu- 
for  two  years  after  the  war  ended,  to  enforce  the tion's commanding  officer  in 1810, put to 
terms of the  treaty. sea  July 12, without  orders, to prevent 

She  returned  to  Boston  in 1807 for  two  years  being  blockaded  in  port.  His  intention  was 
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Finding  themselves  becalmed,  Hull  and  his  sea-  Despite  having  to  spend  many  months  in  port, 
soned  crew  put  boats  over  the  side  to  tow  their  ship  either  under  repair  or  because of blockades, Consti- 
out of range. By using  kedge  anchors  to  draw  the tution managed  eight  more  captures,  including  a 
ship  forward,  and  wetting  the  sails  down  to  take  British  frigate  and  sloop  sailing  in  company  which 
advantage of every  breath of wind,  Hull  slowly  she  fought  simultaneously,  before  peace  was  de- 
made  headway  against  the  pursuing  British.  After  clared  in 1815. After  six  years of extensive  repairs, 
two  days  and  nights 
of toil  in  the  relent- 
less  July  heat, 
Constitution finally 
eluded  her  pursu- 
ers. 

But one  month 
later, she  met  with 
one of them  again - 
the  frigate Guerriere. 
The  British ship 
fired  the  first  shot 
of the  legendary 

she  returned  to 
duty  as  flagship 
of the  Mediter- 
ranean  Squad- 
ron.  She  sailed 
back  to  Boston 
in 1828. 

An  examination 
in 1830 found 
her  unfit  for  sea, 
but  the  Ameri- 
can  public 
expressed  great 
indignation  at 
the  recommen- 
dation  that  she 
be  scrapped, 
especially  after 
publication of 
Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes’  poem 
Old Ironsides. 
Congress  passed 
an  appropriation 
for  reconstruc- 
tion  and  in 1835 

seemed  to  rebound  harmlessly off Constitution’s hull 
- giving  her  the  nickname  ”Old  Ironsides.” 

Under  the  command of William  Bainbridge,  Old 
Ironsides,  met Java, another  British  frigate,  in 
December.  Their  three-hour  engagement  left Juva 
unfit  for  repair, so she  was  burned. Constitution’s 
victories  gave  the  American  people  a  tremendous 
boost  to  morale,  and  raised  the  United  States  to  the 
rank of a  world-class  naval  power. 

she  was  placed  back  in  commission.  She  served  as 
flagship  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  South  Pacific 
and  made  a  30-month  voyage  around  the  world 
beginning  in  March 1844. 

In the 1850s she  patrolled  the  African  Coast  in 
search of slavers,  and  during  the  Civil War served 
as  a  training  ship  for  midshipmen. 

After  another  period of rebuilding  in 1871, she 
transported  goods for the  Paris Exposition of 1877 and 
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served  once  more  as  a  training 
ship. Decommissioned  in 1882, she 
was  used  as  a  receiving 
ship  at  Portsmouth,  N.H. 
She returned to Boston to 
celebrate  her  centennial 
in 1897. 

In 1905, public  senti- 
ment  saved  her  once 
more  from  scrapping;  in 
1925 she  was  restored, 
through  the  donations of 
school  children  and 
patriotic  groups. Recom- 
missioned  in 1931, she  set 
out  under  tow for  a tour 
of  90 port cities along  the 
Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific 
Coasts of the  United 
States. 

More than 4,600,000 people 
visited  her during  the three-year 
journey. Having  secured  her  posi- 
tion as  an American icon, she 
returned to  her  home port  of 
Boston. In 1941, she  was placed  in 
permanent  commission, and  an act 
of Congress in 1954 made the 
Secretary of the  Navy  responsible 
for  her upkeep. 

Now  the  oldest U.S. warship still 
in  commission, Constitution re- 
mains  a  powerful  reminder of the 
nation’s  earliest steps  into  domi- 
nance of the  sea. 

Ramsdell is assigned to NROl Det. 206, 
Washington ,  D.C.  

March1%61997 
Completes  44-monm  restoration.  Crew 
prepares  for  historic  sail  in July ’ , and 
-Id  lronsides  turns 200 Oct. ” 
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Around the Fleet 

SM2  Michael  Eaton, of Summerland Key, Fla.,  shows  the w b  Scouts  the  proper way to  fold  the 
flag. 

Scout Sailors  teach  flag  etiquette 
USS SCOUT (MCM 8)  - Crew mem- on the ship's fantail. He also showed the 
bers aboard USS Scout (MCM 8), home- energetic, wide-eyed youngsters the 
ported in Ingleside, Texas, recently 
hosted 20 area Cub Scouts from  Pack 
151 of the Gulf Coast Council in South 
Texas to teach them flag etiquette. 

Signalman 2nd Class Michael  Eaton, 
of Summerland Key, Fla., taught the 
Cub Scouts the proper way to raise and 
lower the ensign as he performed colors 

proper way to fold the flag. 
LCDR Steven Ritchie, Scout's com- 

manding officer, presented the scouts 
with  a ship's plaque and  a flag. They 
also toured the Avenger-class mine 
countermeasures ship. 
Stouy by ENS Robert E. Gueene, USS 
Scout (MCM S), lngleside, Texas. 

SAILOR 
PROVIDES  HELP 
IN TIME OF NEED 

NORFOLK - When  most 
people drive by the scene 
of an accident they usually 
slow down to gawk which 
usually creates a  huge 
traffic standstill. Recently, 

one man passing an 
accident decided to be a 
part of the solution. 

Hull Technician 3rd 
Class Ruben Durant, a 
Bronx, N.Y., native became 
a hero. 

"It was a rainy day  and 
the streets were slippery 
and cold," Durant  said. "A 
white car ran  a red light 

and  was hit on the passen- 
ger's side. The  car started 
spinning  and was hit again 
by another car.  When the 
spinning  stopped, I got out 
of my  car and told my 
passenger,  'I've got to get 
out there and help."' 

Durant yelled for help 
but no one answered his 
call. He checked the cars 

and the people appeared 
to be shaken, but coherent. 

"I then went to the 
small white car.  The 
driver's door  was locked 
and the windshield was 
smashed. I noticed a 
Spanish flag hanging in 
the car, so I started speak- 
ing Spanish," he  said. "She 
started moving around  a 
little bit. When she recov- 
ered consciousness, [she] 
panicked and became real 
nervous. 

"Blood was coming 
from a gash on the side of 
her head," said Durant. "I 
took off my shirt  and 
wrapped it around my 
hand  and applied pressure 
to her head to cover  her 
wound. 

"When the paramedics 
and police arrived, I stayed 
with them so I could talk 
to the lady while they 
worked with her,"  ex- 
plained the 26-year-old 
Sailor. 

"I've  been to schools 
where I learned cardiopul- 
monary resuscitation 
(CPR) and the basic  skills,', 
said Durant. "I learned 
that you can't  be afraid. 
You've got to keep your 
cool. 

"In the Navy I've 
learned responsibility, 
initiative and to go above 
and beyond the call of 
duty," he  said. A 

Story by Joel L. Hebensperger, 
Navy  Public  Affairs  Center, 
Norfolk. 
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INSTALLATION 
EXCELLENCE 

WASHINGTON - Naval 
Station Ingleside, Texas, is 
the 1997 Navy winner of 
the Commander in 
Chief’s Installation 
Excellence Award. 

The station is command- 

competitors, each the 
winner in its own catego- 
‘Ye 

Those winners  are as 
follows: Commander in 
Chief, Atlantic Fleet - 
NAVSTA Ingleside; 
Commander in Chief, 
Pacific  Fleet - NAS North 
Island, Calif.; Commander 

Education and Training - 
NAS Whiting, Field,  Fla.; 
Commander, Naval 
Facilities Engineering 
Command - CBC Port 
Hueneme, Calif.; Com- 
mander, Naval Sea 
Systems Command - 
NSWC Crane, Ind.; 
(INCUMBENT) Puget 

@= 
Command - NAVICP 
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; 
Commander, Naval 
Reserve  Force - NAS JRB 
Willow  Grove,  Pa.; Com- 
mander, Naval Computer 
and Telecommunications 
Command - NCTS 
Cutler, Maine; and Com- 
mander, Naval Security 

ed by  CAPT Donald E. in  Chief, U.S. Naval Forces Sound Naval Shipyard, Group  Command - 
Peters. Ingleside was Europe - NAS Sigonella, Wash.; Commander, NSGA Northwest (Chesa- 
chosen from a field of 11 Sicily;  Chief of Naval Naval Supply Systems peake, Va.). a 

John C. Stennis  team  saves  ailing  shipmate 
NAS JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - 
USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) and 
members from embarked squad- 
rons VF-101,  HS-5 and VS-41 
recently provided medical assis- 
tance to a Sailor on board a nearby 
frigate. 

The Sailor, a 35-year-old  chief 
petty officer on board USS De  Wert 
(FFG  451, suddenly developed 
severe chest pain and collapsed on 
the ship’s navigation bridge. Since 
there was no medical officer on 
board the frigate, a call was  made 
to the CV. Acting AIRLANT 
Detachment Medical  Officer LCDR 
Mark Hoffman volunteered to helo 
out  to the ship. 

When Hoffman arrived on board 
the frigate, he  found  the patient 
revived and moved to the ship’s 
medical spaces. He already had an 
IV, and oxygen was being adminis- 
tered by the ship’s independent 
duty corpsman. Hoffman placed a 
monitor on the patient to assess the 
heart’s rhythm. 

The chief was continuing to 
suffer from chest pains  and  numb- 
ness in his arms - all of which are 

symptoms of severe angina or a 
heart attack. According to Hoff- 
man, the chief’s physical exam, 
family history, plus  two  hours of 
chest pain convinced him that it 
was a heart attack and he  had  the 
patient flown to Jacksonville, Fla., 
for further treatment. 

The patient continued to have 
intermittent chest pains  throughout 
the flight to Jacksonville and 
Hoffman administered medication 
to keep him stable during  the 45- 
minute flight until they reached 
NAS Jacksonville where he was 
rushed  to the emergency room and 
treated. 

”The ship  made a good judg- 
ment call to  interrupt carrier 
qualifications to launch the helo. 
Had  the COS of De  Wert and John 
C. Stennis decided not to get the 
Sailor off the  ship, he may not have 
made it,” Hoffman said. “Being 
where he is now.and  under  the 
care he’s getting, he has a better 
chance than if he had not been 
taken off his ship.” A 

LCDR Mark  Hoffman  provided  medical 
attention  to  a  Sailor in need. 

Story  by  J02 C .  Anthony  Elder and photo 
by   PHl(AW)  James  M .  Williams, USS 
John C .  Stennis (CVN 74).  
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Around the Fleet 
12 NEW SHIPS 

WASHINGTON - 
Sailors  can  look forward 
to 12 new  ships entering 
the fleet in FY98 and FY99. 
The  Bureau of Naval 
Personnel is already 
making plans to select 
top-notch personnel to 
run  the new ships through 
their  initial operations. 

The eighth Nimitz-class 
aircraft  carrier, Harry S. 
Truman (CVN  75),  will 
enter the fleet  in the 
summer of 1998 as the 
numerical replacement  for 
USS Independence (CV  62). 
The  first seven Flight I1 
Arleigh Burke-class guided- 
missile destroyers will  be 
commissioned in FY98 and 
FY99. The ships  have  an 
improved electronic 
warfare suite, extended 
range surface-to-air 
missiles and Link  16 an 
improved tactical  infor- 
mation exchange system. 

Expeditionary warfare 
forces  will gain significant 
capability and moderniza- 
tion with  the  addition of 
the  amphibious assault 
ship Bon Hornme Richard 
(LHD  6) and the dock 
landing  ship Pearl Harbor 
(LSD  52). Pearl  Harbor will 
be the first LSD to have an 
integrated self-defense 
system. All other LSDs 
will  be  backfitted by 2002. 
USS New Orleans (LPH 11) 
and USS Guam (LPH  9), 
both built in the mid- 

42 

1960s, are scheduled for Connecticut (SSN 22) is 
decommisioning. also scheduled to join the 

nuclear attack submarine, 
The  second Seawolf fleet in FY98. A 

- " I  
IC2 Frank  Revenal (left) holds  flowers  while SA Ben  Purdue 
and MSSA Jesse  Roberts  wait  to  place  the  wreath  at  the Oneida 
monument. 

Bunker Hill Sailors  attend 
ceremony  for  lost  shipmates 
YOKOSUKA, Japan - Twenty  years  after USS Oneida 
was struck by a British merchant ship,  the  commander 
in  chief of the U.S. Asiatic Squadron joined  crew 
members from  his two  ships at a memorial service 
held at Honmonji Buddhist Temple.  Seventy-six 
Buddhist priests chanted prayers  around a memorial 
that had been  erected  for those who perished in the 
accident, while Japanese salvage divers burned 
incense at  the altar.  It was  the first recorded ritual 
held by Japanese Buddhists for  deceased Christians. 

On  the 129th anniversary of the loss of Oneida, 
Sailors  from forward-deployed naval forces  in Yoko- 
suka,  Japan, gathered around  that  same stone monu- 
ment to observe a ceremony on behalf of Oneida's 
crew.  Sailors in  dress blue uniforms took a moment to 
scrub the  stone to remove moss and make the inscrip- 
tion more  legible. 
Story and photos by JOl Lance  Lindley,  Commander US.  Naval 
Forces Tapan. 

'EL CEMENTARIO 
IMGLES' 

PORT MAHON, Minorca 
-While deployed to the 
Mediterranean as part of 
the Naval Special  Warfare 
Task Group, 6th  Fleet, USS 
Firebolt (PC 10) made a 
port visit  to the Spanish 
island of Minorca, part of 
the Balearic  Islands.  The 
crew of Firebolt, based  in 
Little  Creek, Va., cleaned 
up a nearly  forgotten 
American  cemetery - the 
resting  place  for  more than 
30 19th century naval 
officers,  Sailors and family 
members.  Members of 
foreign  navies are also 
buried in  "el  Cementerio 
Ingles." 

once the home of the U.S. 
Mediterranean Squadron 
and  the Navy has called at 
the port for  nearly 200 
years.  Before  Annapolis 
was established, midship- 
men underwent their 
professional training there. 
Firebolt's crew found the 
cemetery  on the far shore 
of what is known as 
Bloody  Island. 

"When we first  looked 
at the cemetery, we were 
amazed at the amount of 
undergrowth," said 
Engineman 1st Class  (SW) 
Paul Westrich of Niagara, 
Wis.  "The  place  looked  like 
a jungle." 

Spanish authorities 
provides some tools, and 
the crew hand cut and 

Port Mahon, Spain, was 
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stacked the brush. They 
also whitewashed the 
cemetery walls and graves. 
The men and women 
buried in this long- 
forgotten naval cemetery 
gave their lives  in the 
service of their country. 
With the help of the Navy 
these Sailors  can  rest  in 
peace and be remembered 
for their service in a most 
fitting way. a, 

Story by LT Brian Willemssen, 
USS Firebolt (PC 10). 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AWARDS 

WASHINGTON - Three 
Navy commands and one 
individual  are  winners of 
the Secretary of Defense 
Environmental Security 
Award for FY96. 

Center, Indian Head, Md., 
won in two categories: 
Natural Resources Conser- 
vation, small installation; 
and Environmental 
Quality, industrial installa- 
tion. 

Catherine M. Zielske, 
Naval Amphibious Base 
Little Creek, Va., won  in 
the  Natural Resources 
Conservation, individual 
category. 

The New Attack 
Submarine Program, 
Arlington, Va., won in the 
Pollution Prevention, 
Weapons System Acquisi- 
tion Team  category. 

The Environmental 

Naval Surface Warfare 

Cleanup category award 
went to NAS North Island, 
Calif. 

TRADING  'GUNS 
FOR  GOONEYS' 

MIDWAY ISLAND - 
The Navy traded "guns 
for gooneys" when Secre- 
tary of the Navy John  H. 
Dalton transferred posses- 
sion of Midway Island to 
the  Department of the 
Interior and  the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in 
ceremonies this spring. 

the Laysan Albatross 
(Diomedea immutabilis), 
widely known as the 
"Gooney Bird" because of 
their comic attempts  to 
land and take off from 
their island roosts. 

Fifty-five years after the 
Battle of Midway in which 
more than 3,000 Sailors 
and Marines on both sides 
lost their lives, the island 
is now  the scene of more 
peaceful efforts on  the 
front lines of another 
battle - that of environ- 
mental conservation. 

In 1988, a refuge was 
created on  the existing 
base. Now the entire 
island will become a 
wildlife refuge. 

"We have  a duty to 
protect the lands, water- 
ways  and airspace en- 
trusted  to  our care," said 
the secretary.  "It is a 
responsibility that  the 
Navy takes seriously." A 

Midway is the home of 

WHALE  WATCHER endangered Northern Right 

WASHINGTON - The This  project, with video 
Office of Naval  Research and audio files,  is  available 
(ONR) is applying the on  the  world wide web at 
technology  used  to  detect ONR's  home  page <http:/ / 
and track submarines www.  onr.navy.mil>. Just 
underwater to  helping  the click on  "What's  New." A 

HOMEPAGE Whale. 

YOKOSUKA, Japan - More than 100 bicycles lined 
the pier during USS Independence's (CV 62) recent 
Ship's  Restricted  Availability  (SRA) in-port period. 
This  is the transportation of the majority of Japanese 
nationals who  are the work force at Ship Repair 
Facility,  Yokosuka.  They helped complete everything 
from replacing more than 110,000 square feet of non- 
skid between the flight deck and hangar bay, to 
refurbishing the mess decks and berthing in several 
compartments. & 

Stovy by IOSN Ioseph  Rehana  and  photo by PH2 Lou Messing, 
USS Independence (CV 62). 
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Around the Fleet 
VOLUNTEERlSM continue to volunteer. than 150 off-duty hours degree in accounting at 

PENSACOLA, Fla. - The Carpenter  donated with the Escambia County Troy State University.  She 
Navy League,  Pensacola,  more than 80 off-duty  Council on Aging  "Meals  also hopes to get into  an 
Fla., named  Corry  Sta- hours  as a youth motiva- on  Wheels" program. officer program. 5 
tion's Electronics 
Technician  2nd  Class 
(SW) Denise  C. 
Carpenter this year's 
top enlisted Navy 
volunteer. 

Carpenter, a calibra- 
tion laboratory 
supervisor at the 
station's Electronic 
Warfare and Technolo- 
gy  School,  received the 
Margaret Flowers  Civic 
Award  for  her  extensive 
volunteer efforts. 

"It's  nice to be  recog- 
nized  for the  work you 
do," said Carpenter, a 
native of North Platte, 
Neb., who said she will 

ET2(-. .) Denise  Carpenter  and  her stu- 
dent.  10-vear-old  Amanda  Walker,  read . ,  
during  their  weekly  tutoring  session. 

tor to a fourth  grade 
student at Warrington 
Elementary  School.  She 
led a group of  20 volun- 
teers who installed wiring 
for Internet access at the 
school on "NetDay '96." 
She  also donated more 

Carpenter is also  active 
in Big Sisters and 
ipecial  Olympics 

programs. 
"It  really  makes  you 

feel good to know that 
you're helping some- 
one," she said. 

"All of the pro- 
grams Petty  Officer 
Carpenter volunteers 
with center around 

people. It's obvious that 
she helps those in need," 
said Corry Station's 
Command Master  Chief 
FCCM(SW)  Bernard B. 
Quibilan. 

toward a bachelor's 
Carpenter is working 
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Descending  from  an HH-6OH helicopter  assigned  to  Anti-Submarine  Squadron  2,  Marines 
practice  "fast-rope"  skills  necessary  for  boarding  potentially  hostile  ships  at  sea. Constellation 
and  its  embarked  Marine  detachment  are  en  route to the  Arabian  Gulf  to  enforce  no-fly 
zones  and  monitor  shipping  to  and  from  the  region.  The  Marines  were  aboard USS Constel- 
lation (CV  64)  deployed  in  the  central  Pacific  Ocean. 
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Story by 103 Glenn B. Hopper 
IlI and photo by PH2 Eric W. 
Kleinkopf, Naval Technical 
Training Center, Corry  Station, 
Pensacola,  Fla. 

JOB ASSISTANCE 
TEAM AT SEA 

SYDNEY - For the 
second consecutive  year, 
USS Independence (CV  62) 
Battle Group  has been 
under  way  during the Far 
East Job Fair,  Yokosuka, 
Japan. This  time, the 
Mobile Job Assistant Team 
(MJAT)  flew to Australia 
to join the battle group 
and  help Sailors within 
one year of separation, 
retirement or transfer to 
the Fleet  Reserve prepare 
for  their second career. 

Classroom training and 
computer-assisted resume 
programs gave more than 
200 Sailors an idea of the 
civilian  job market. 

"The  classes and 
training give  Sailors a 
good feeling as they're 
getting out of the Navy," 
said Master  Chief Navy 
Counselor (SW) Wilfred L. 
Cotto.  "They may decide 
it's a better option for them 
to stay  on active duty. We 
encourage people to stay 
on active  duty." 5 

Story by JOSN  Joseph L. 
Rehana, USS Independence 
(CV 62). 
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I Part-time  country 
music  recording  star, 

full-time  Sailor 
USS MOUNT WHITNEY 
(LCC 20) - Radioman Seaman 
Aaron MacRogers is on the radio. 
That’s not too unusual considering 
he’s a  Navy radioman, but there’s 
another airwave  side  to this Mount 
Whitney Sailor. 

Before joining the Navy,  Mac 
Rogers was  known  as ”Mac 
Rogers,” a rising country music 
artist  with  a recording contract 
under Sun Records.  In a business 
where so many country music 
entertainers try and fail,  it’s a 
rarity to hear new voices climbing 
quickly through the ranks. Beating 
the odds - signing a record 
contract and making the charts - 
are things that most people only 
dream  about. 

MacRogers made his dream  a 
reality. His compact disc titled 
”Honkytonkville” made the top 50 
on the country music charts and 
his music video has been aired on 
Country Music  Television. His 
entire life has focused on enter- 
tainment. 

“I’ve sung all my life in choir, 
school and church,” explained 

I 

Mount Whitney’s RMSN Aaron  MacRogers is assigned to the  ship’s  communications 
department. He postponed his show  business  career to devote  time to his family  and 
his  country. 

MacRogers.  But it wasn’t until 1990 and work on marriage.” 
that events in his life pointed him in MacRogers is focusing on his 
the music business direction. ”I was naval career. He has taken some 
dared to enter  a talent contest and it college courses and is working 
kind of sparked an interest in toward  a degree. When he leaves 
country music.” the Navy, it will be to  return to 

Why would  this country singer country music. ”Singing is what I 
leave the stage to join the Navy? do best,” said MacRogers. “I give 

”I was just married when I it my all and  intend  to go back to 
started in the country music busi- see where it will lead.” 
ness,” said MacRogers.  “It was very 
difficult to build a career in the Story  by JOSA Margy  Hannon, USS 
business, so I decided to take a break Mount  Whitney (LCC 20). 

Yates became the came to JFK caught the 
skipper of JFK in Septem- spirit of John F. Kennedy,” JFK’s  FIRST 

SKIPPER COMES 
HOME 

USS JOHN E KENNEDY 
(CV 67) - For some, there 
is nothing more heart- 
warming than coming 
home. When that home- 
coming is to a naval 
vessel,  it takes on a whole 

JUNE 1997 

new meaning. 
USS John F. Kennedy (CV 

67)  recently welcomed 
home its first commanding 
officer while operating in 
the Western Atlantic. 
Retired RADM Earl P. 
Yates flew on board the 
underway carrier to 
reminisce and see first- 
hand  how the ship has 
progressed. 

ber-  1968 after its commis- 
sioning. 

“A ship takes on the 
personality of the Sailors 
who get it started,” said 
Yates.  “It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to make a 
mark in the Navy and 
leave it. 
”I think the people who 

Yates said. ”He was truly a 
charismatic leader.  Every- 
body felt they were a little 
bit special for just being a 
part of the crew.” .E. 

Sto y by JOSN Kuye Sweeter, 
USS John E Kennedy (CV 67) 
public  affairs  office. 
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Charthouse 
BUPERS correcting enlistment bonus 
errors;  Sailors to receive back  pay 

Bureau of Naval Personnel  via  their  Personnel Support Detach- 
(BUPERS)  officials have taken steps ment or training activity. BUPERS 
to correct errors in some enlistment will then take measures to correct 
bonus (EB) contracts written between the errors and pay the correct bonus. 
Oct.  1,1993, and Jan. 31,1997. BUPERS will submit corrective 
As  a  result of apparent administra- paperwork, if required, to the Board 
tive errors some incorrect EB for  Correction of Naval  Records 
amounts were entered on contracts. directly, without more  action by 

Sailors with’an EB contract individual Sailors.  Submission 
written between  Oct.  1,1993, and procedures and additional informa- 
Jan. 31,1997, who think they may tion are available  in NAVADMIN 
have been  paid  less than  the correct 065/97,  or  by  contacting BUPERS 
amount, should forward the incor- (PERS  204) at DSN  225-2067 or  (703) 
rect  contract  to BUPERS  (PERS  204), 614-2067. 

Household Goods Helpline  expanded 
Sailors  overseas  can  call the Naval Sailors  in the United  States, Guam, 

Supply Systems Command (NAV- Puerto Rico and Tunisia  receive 
SUP) Household Goods Helpline similar  assistance by calling 1-800- 
Service at 1-800-14-2402 from within 444-7789. Other worldwide callers 
Australia; at (030)  008-00-12-4861 in may reach the Helpline at DSN  430- 
Greece; at (039)  167-87-4113 from 2448 or commercial  (717) 790-2448. 
within Italy; and at (884)  0038-12-0124 Helpline hours have expanded to 
in  Korea. 6:30 a.m.  to  9  p.m., EST, Monday 

through Friday. 
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Operation Be Fit emphasizes 
sports  and  physical  fitness 

DODs new physical fitness program Operation Be Fit 
will serve as a blueprint to foster a renewed emphasis on 

war if necessary - calls  for  men and women who are 
extremely  fit,” Pang said. ”It’s the human  side of force 
modernization. 
“When a military community’s participation in 
regular physical activity increas- 

the physical fitness of the entire military 
community, according to  Fred Pang, 
Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Force Man- 
agement Policy. 
”It will also let 

es,”  he said, “we free up 
health care dollars that can 
be used for other critical 
needs. We also get the 
significant benefit of 
having a total work 
force that does 
the job better 
than ever 
before.” a 

DOD set the stan- 
dard  and assume 
national leadership in compre- 

P 

hensive physical fitness programs 
and activities,” said Pang. 

The operation focuses on improved and expanded 
programs in physical fitness and sports, plus recreation 
activities involving physical activity.  DOD will also take 
steps to encourage all members of the military communi- 

ty to participate in the 
programs. 

The initiative builds on 
programs already within 

each of the services by 
combining expertise 
within the depart- 
ment. It will add 
DOD emphasis 

i 

and endorsement 
to these efforts. 

“Maintaining 
the peace through 

1 military training 
and preparedness 
- and fighting a 
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Aviation Electrician's Mate 3rd Class Christine J. 
Engard was selected  Helicopter  Tactical  Wing (U.S. 
Pacific  Fleet)  1997 Junior Shore  Sailor of the Year. 
Engard, a native of Fort  Sill,  Okla., was recognized 
for  creating a new maintenance training data base. 

ENS  Lareava S. Thompson  was recently  commis- 
sioned aboard USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67). The 
Florida native and former chief boatswain's mate is 
the first woman Sailor stationed aboard John F. 
Kennedy. She is also the first woman to  be  commis- 
sioned aboard the aircraft  carrier. 

Machinist's Mate  Fireman Apprentice Joseph E. 
Ashworth  was selected USS Frank Cable's (AS 40) 
Bluejacket of the Quarter (3rd quarter 1996).  The 
Santa Rosa,  Calif., native was chosen  for  his  devotion 
to the job while repairing parts for  7th  Fleet subma- 
rines and surface ships and his  qualification as "Top 
Watch in the ship's engine room. 

Yeoman 1st Class John Edward  Marsh  was selected 
Senior Shore Sailor of the Quarter (4th quarter 1996) 
at Fleet Information Warfare Center Detachment,  San 
Diego.  The  Montgomery,  Ala., native was recognized 
for  his leadership and managerial skills in the 
administrative department. 

Aviation Machinist's Mate (AW) R a d  Elago Garcia 
was  named Helicopter  Anti-Submarine Squadron 
Light 37's  1996 Shore  Sailor of the Year. A native of 
Olongapo City, Republic of the Philippines, Garcia 
was selected  for his technical  knowledge, leadership 
skills and dedication to the squadron  and the Navy. 
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I 
Fireworks  light  up 
the  night sky over 
Washington, D.C., 
every  Fourth of 
July. 






